Dr. E. Claude Gardner
January 16, 1925 - December 31, 2017

E. CLAUDE GARDNER
E. Claude Gardner, 92, of Henderson, went home to be with the Lord Sunday, December
31, 2017. Funeral services will be conducted on Saturday, January 6 at 2:00 p.m. at Loyd
Auditorium on the campus of Freed Hardeman University. Visitation will be from 4:00–9:00
p.m. on Friday January 5 at the Henderson Church of Christ building and from 11:00 a.m.–
1:00 p.m. at Loyd Auditorium on January 6.
E. Claude Gardner was born January 16, 1925, to O.A. and Edna Gardner. He was
valedictorian of his high school class in Marmaduke, Arkansas. He graduated with a junior
college degree in Bible from Freed Hardeman College in 1944. In 1945 Gardner married
the former Delorese Tatum, having met her in Chapel Hall when they were both students
at Freed Hardeman.
Gardner graduated with honors from Abilene Christian College in 1946. After receiving a
master's degree at Southwest Texas University, he began his teaching career in 1948 in
the Rosiclare, Illinois public school system. The following year N.B. Hardeman hired him
to head the Department of Education and Psychology and to teach Bible at Freed
Hardeman College.
Dr. Gardner moved into administration in 1950, when he assumed the duties of Registrar
in addition to his teaching responsibilities. He became Dean of the college in 1956 and
second in command of the school, remaining Dean-Registrar until 1969 when he was
named Vice President of Freed Hardeman. He became president 1969. He served as
Chancellor from 1990-92 and then became President Emeritus. Gardner received five
honorary doctorates during his tenure.
During his distinguished 21-year presidency, Dr. Gardner was a student-oriented
administrator, beginning and sponsoring several campus organizations. He promoted
dramatics, speech activities, music programs and academic and honor clubs, always

stressing his “doctrine of continuous improvement." As a successful fund-raiser he was
able to expand all phases of the college, resulting in full academic accreditation, the move
from junior college to senior college in 1976, to university status, offering master degrees
in teacher education and ministry by 1990, and more than a dozen new buildings on
campus.
At the influence of his parents and Elza Huffard, Gardner, who began his preaching career
at age 15, has since preached for several congregations both in this country and abroad.
He has conducted 375 gospel meetings, written 500 articles for religious publications, and
has authored eight books.
Dr. Gardner has also been very active in the community, serving as a founder of the
Chester County Senior Citizens Group, the Chester County Chamber of Commerce, and
the Chester County Crime-stoppers, and he served on the Board of Directors of the
Chester County Bank.
A man of resolute determination with a clear vision of what he hoped the University could
become, he strove 43 years to make that vision a reality. Perhaps no other president has
possessed the same breadth of experience and intimate knowledge of Freed Hardeman.
Gardner was known to close chapel services at the university with the words, "Shall we
go?" Those three words reflect the forward-stepping approach evident in his life and work.
At age 92 he was still seen at campus events and remained keenly interested in the
progress and future of Freed Hardeman University.
Dr. Gardner is survived his four children: Phyllis (Sam) Hester, Becky (Larry) Cyr, Claudia
Goodson (Steve Kubik), and David (Pat) Gardner; grandchildren Kristen (Jeremy) Hicks,
Beth (Julio) Rivas, Adam (Tosha) Cyr, Nick (Cait) Gardner, Bennett Gardner (fiancé Julie),
and Madison Gardner; great grandchildren Tucker Cyr, Breanne Gardner and Tessa
Moore.
He is preceded in death by his parents, his wife of 56 years Delorese, and second wife,
Glenda Jacobs Gardner, and his brothers, Stanley, Don, and Albert, and sister, Ethel
Jordan.
Memorials may be made to the E. Claude and Delorese Gardner Scholarship at Freed
Hardeman University.
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Comments

“

My uncle was such a servant of God. His siblings all had a heart for God. I feel
blessed to have been part of his family. Prayers for all.

sue poyet - January 06, 2018 at 11:22 AM

“

I graduated from Freed-Hardeman in 1958. Brother Gardner never forgot me. I doubt
that he forgot any. He always looked for strengths and communicated the same.
When I authored a little book, he critiqued it very positively and was kind enough to
write the preface and commend it to others. That meant so much to me. As one of
the faculty members stated, " E .Claude Gardner was a good man." I feel privileged
to have known him.
I send my condolences to his family and loved ones. Bobby Wade

Bobby R. Wade - January 05, 2018 at 03:00 PM

“

Large Basket Garden was purchased for the family of Dr. E. Claude Gardner.

January 04, 2018 at 08:38 PM

“

I remember the first time I met Dr. Gardner. He came to preach at Wildwood Church
of Christ when I was in high school. He spoke about Freed-Hardeman. I got up the
nerve to speak to him after services, I was extremely shy at the time. I shared my
dream with him of going to Freed and becoming a teacher. I thought it was
impossible because my parents couldn't afford it. He was very kind, listened to my
concerns, and assured me that if I wanted to attend Freed there were ways to help.
This gave me the hope and encouragement I needed to pursue my dream. I did
attend Freed and became a teacher...34 years and counting. I also met my husband
of 34 years while attending Freed. We had the honor of seeing him again in 2015
when our daughter graduated from Freed. I am grateful that I had the opportunity at
that time to thank him for his encouragement all those years ago. I doubt I would
have pursued college without his encouragement and no doubt my life would be
much different today. But, I believe God's hand was at work and allowed our paths to
cross, for which I will forever be grateful. I offer my sincere condolences to his family.
Heaven is rejoicing tonight.

Denita Snider - January 04, 2018 at 08:12 PM

“

Denita, that is such an awesome memory you have about my Uncle Claude. He really
influenced your life! He was a great servant of Christ. Can you believe that we found each
other years later?
sue poyet - January 06, 2018 at 11:16 AM

“

I just wanted to say that my thoughts and prayers are with the family of E.Claude
Gardner. I was saddened to hear of his passing I believe that he was the president of
FHU when my mom went to school there. I know that he will be greatly missed by
everyone that knew him.

Brandon Montgomery - January 04, 2018 at 01:06 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Dr. E. Claude Gardner.

January 04, 2018 at 10:17 AM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Dr. E. Claude Gardner.

January 04, 2018 at 09:36 AM

“

Renee Fortner lit a candle in memory of Dr. E. Claude Gardner

Renee Fortner - January 03, 2018 at 08:50 PM

“

Dr. Gardner never meet a person who was not his friend. He had an open heart for
everyone. I loved visiting in his home and have such wonderful memories of both Dr.
and Mrs. Gardner. It was a special time to grow up in such a loving household. After
50 years he still recognized me and corresponded with me. What an influence he
had on my life and the lives of so many. Truly a great man. My heart goes out to all
the family.

Sandra Rankin Jones - January 03, 2018 at 07:50 PM

“

Vickie Anderson lit a candle in memory of Dr. E. Claude Gardner

vickie anderson - January 03, 2018 at 05:17 PM

“

“

class of 1971
vickie anderson - January 03, 2018 at 05:18 PM

He is the reason I stayed more than one semester at FHC. He invited my Dad and I
to his house once, and we had a long, very positive chat. Afterward, my Dad told me
if he is representative of the people at this school, this is where he wanted me to
stay. Had I left, I would have missed some of the sweetest and richest times and
people of my life. He always called me by name when we passed each other on
campus. I will always be grateful for who he was and all he did. May all God's
blessings be upon his family.

Gary Landerfelt - January 03, 2018 at 02:51 PM

“

I regarded him as my second dad when I was on campus. We remained friends throughout
his life. I visited him from time to time, and he wrote to me through the years. He knew so
many people, yet spent time and corresponded with me. I will always be grateful for his
influence on my life. I loved Delorese and Glenda too.
Marilyn Jones - January 03, 2018 at 07:27 PM

“

I wasn't going to attend Freed...but I met him for dinner one night while he was
holding a Gospel Meeting in Doniphan, Missouri, where my dad preached. We talked
and share and he promised me it would be a good decision. It was! Our families have
been friends for 60 years. His brother Don, and my father, were very close. I'm
thankful for Dr. Gardner's leadership. He and his wife were amazing people. By the
way, for those of you don't know..THE GUY HAD A VERY DRY SENSE OF HUMOR!
wow! But I loved it! Tim Hall, Huntsville, Alabama.

Lori-Tim Hall - January 03, 2018 at 08:50 AM

“

He always knew my name.

Frank Bell - January 03, 2018 at 07:24 AM

“

Brother Claude was a cousin of mine on my Mother’s side from Arkansas. I took my
mother, Fay Meyers Bellamy, and sister, Sue, to his house and got to listen to them
talk of being young and of relatives, some I knew and some not. Also, I shared the
same name, Delores for me, with his first wife, although she spelled hers a little
different and pronounced it different, we decided it was the same. Most gracious
couple. He is now with my mother and sister in Paradise having a great time. Delores
Ann Parrish Worley

Delores Worley - January 03, 2018 at 06:52 AM

“

Brother Gardner, to me, was the epitome of a Christian leader. While at FHC from
1959-61, I benefited from his dedication to excellence in every facet of college life.
His strong faith impressed me from the beginning, and helped to establish my faith
firmly as my own. He was a gentleman in every sense of the word. We loved seeing
him through the years at events in Henderson, the last one being the Senior Rally
held annually at the Henderson church of Christ. We sat at the table with him and
enjoyed his company. I will treasure that time the rest of my life. And I do remember
him saying, "Shall we go?" A great man has fallen in Israel; there is no one to take
his place. He will be missed.

Mary Christie - January 03, 2018 at 01:58 AM

“

Dr. Gardner was president my first year at Freed--Hardeman. He was such a kind,
gentle, Christian man. I loved being able to talk to him. Many people are better for
having known Dr. Gardner.

Cristi Hamann Minzenmayer - January 02, 2018 at 09:07 PM

“

We're praying for comfort for the family and friends of Brother Gardner. What a
wonderful example of a true christian he was. May you all find comfort in knowing
that he is truly at peace.
In Christian Love,
Pete and Lorna H. Russell

Pete and Lorna H. Russell - January 02, 2018 at 06:45 PM

“

Gregory and Peggy Tidwell purchased the Rose Tribute for the family of Dr. E.
Claude Gardner.

Gregory and Peggy Tidwell - January 02, 2018 at 06:13 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Dr. E. Claude
Gardner.

January 02, 2018 at 05:44 PM

“

I worked for Brother Gardner in the late 1960's. He was a wonderful, gracious
employer. His love for the Lord, Freed Hardeman and the student body were always
evident. I have great memories of those years.
Floyd and I send our prayers for comfort to his loving family.
Bettye Arnold

Bettye - January 02, 2018 at 04:55 PM

“

Rayetta Martin lit a candle in memory of Dr. E. Claude Gardner

Rayetta Martin - January 02, 2018 at 04:54 PM

“

I'm so sorry to learn of Brother Gardner's passing. I have such fond memories of
being in his Acts of the Apostles class, visiting in his home, and seeking out his
advice for my life. Phyllis and Becky, I mourn your loss. Please share my sympathy
with the rest of your family.

Donna Martin - January 02, 2018 at 09:48 AM

“

Jai Templeton lit a candle in memory of Dr. E. Claude Gardner

Jai Templeton - January 01, 2018 at 08:26 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with the entire family of Dr. E.Claude Gardner. Dr.
Gardner was a Giant of a man in every aspect of his wonderful Christian life. Dr.
Gardner richly influenced thousands of young people and congregations in the Lord's
work. We will always treasure the time we knew him. We are so blessed to have
attended FHU under his leadership. His life and legacy will continue to impact so
many people. One of the finest men we have ever known.
May God bless the Gardner Family.
Randy and Angelia Hysmith - Jackson, TN

Randy & Angelia Hysmith - January 01, 2018 at 06:49 PM

“

Thoughts and Prayers going out to the Family.

Judy Cagle - January 01, 2018 at 06:24 PM

“

Tom And Sherry Hendrix lit a candle in memory of Dr. E. Claude Gardner

Tom and Sherry Hendrix - January 01, 2018 at 08:03 AM

“

Mark And Dani Morrison lit a candle in memory of Dr. E. Claude Gardner

Mark and Dani Morrison - January 01, 2018 at 07:49 AM

“

Delane Pusser lit a candle in memory of Dr. E. Claude Gardner

Delane Pusser - December 31, 2017 at 10:14 PM

“

So sorry to learn of Dr Gardner passing. He will be missed to so many. Glad I got to speak
with him a few days ago. Phyllis & Becky & your families have our sympathy & prayers.
May God give you comfort & peace that only He can give. Love you all.
Delane Pusser - December 31, 2017 at 10:16 PM

