Gerald W. Hodge
October 23, 1964 - February 12, 2021

Gerald W. Hodge, 56, of Olive Branch, MS, passed from this life early Friday, February 12,
2021, at Methodist University Hospital in Memphis.
He was the son of the late Jerry and Carolyn Lax Hodge. Born in Jackson, TN, he lived
most of his life in Memphis and the last 26 years in Olive Branch.
Mr. Hodge received his primary education at Fratis Montessori School and was a 1982
graduate of Memphis Prep in Whitehaven during which time he enjoyed racing BMX
bicycles. He continued his education at Christian Brothers University receiving his
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1988 and, while in college, was a member of Tau Kappa
Epsilon Fraternity serving as Prytanis and Social Director.
Mr. Hodge was a Transportation Coordinator for Ozark Motor Lines for over 30 years. On
Saturday, April 1, 1995, he married the former Jennifer Archbold, who survives. Their
family includes their two sons, Nathan Hodge and his fiance', Megan Leslie and Zachary
Hodge, both of Olive Branch. Other survivors include his uncle Larry Hodge of Brighton;
and two cousins, Billy (Kristi) Hodge of Nashville and Ben Hodge of Smyrna, TN.
In 2004, he was confirmed as a Catholic at Queen of Peace Catholic Church in Olive
Branch where he embraced his Catholic faith and had been a member of the choir.
Gerald took an active role in the lives of his sons especially when it involved soccer. He
became a licensed soccer field coach and goalkeeper coach to help his boys become
better players. Eventually, they both went on to play in college. His favorite soccer club
was Everton FC of the English Premier League. Upper most in Mr. Hodge's mind,
throughout his life, was caring and providing for his wife and children.
In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by maternal grandparents, W. W. and
Mable Martin Lax; paternal grandparents, W. W. and Lilly Flora Herrington Hodge; and an
aunt, Phyllis Goodman Hodge.

Memorials in his name may be sent to the following:
St. Jude Children's Research Hospital TKE Fraternity Fund
https://fundraising.stjude.org/site/TR?fr_id=126630&pg=entry
While visiting or attending services, please consider the following guidelines:
* Maintain 6 feet between yourself and the next closest person;
* Refrain from hugs and handshakes;
* When you sneeze or cough, use your elbow to cover your nose and mouth;
* Wash your hands often;
* Avoid touching your face; and
* Minimize time spent in places where people gather.
Thank you.
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Comments

“

I clearly remember the day Gerald and I met. I was working in the Humanities
Department at Christian Brothers College. Students were filing through the offices to
get registered for classes, meet with academic advisors, etc. There was a line of
students in the hallway, on that hot August day. I was doing some menial task for one
of the professors, while sitting at my work desk, and Gerald was standing in one of
the lines, adjacent to my desk. Gerald looked at me, smiled and said, “Man, it is hot
up here! I need a Coke!” Then he introduced himself to me. We chatted a bit before
the line moved further down the hall. As I was hustling down the hallway to complete
some other menial task, I passed Gerald and said to him, “come see me before you
leave.”
Well, Gerald finished his registration task, then strolled back by my desk. It was
perfect timing because my work study shift had just ended. I said to Gerald, “Come
on, I have Cokes in my dorm room fridge.” So, we strolled over to the top floor of
Rozier Hall, enjoyed a couple of cold Cokes and became instant friends. THAT was
how easy it was to get to know Gerald Hodge!
It was not long after that initial meeting, we both rushed Tau Kappa Epsilon and went
through the trials of becoming fraternity brothers - together. Our pledge class grew
close during this process, and your dedication to Pi Epsilon was evident, even then,
Gerald! #66 - Porky & #72 - Spaz — always!
I’m going to miss you, buddy. Thank you for being a friend, checking in with me from
time to time, and visiting me when you happened to be down in Little Rock for soccer
games. And, thank you for always being so tirelessly and passionately dedicated to
our fraternity. Your passion to connect with other people was always contagious!
Rest In Peace and YITB, brother!!!

Mark “Spaz” Hooper
Mark Hooper - February 18 at 10:44 AM

“

Pam Bishop lit a candle in memory of Gerald W. Hodge

Pam Bishop - February 15 at 09:01 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Gerald W. Hodge.

February 14 at 11:47 PM

“

I’m so sorry to hear this. I raced BMX with Gerald back in the late 70’s, early 80’s and
always remember him being a great guy and competitor. My prayers are with his
family.

Kenneth “Snake” Cunningham - February 14 at 10:26 PM

“

I remember our hilarious camping adventures! We had so much fun. Gerald always
made at least 2 trips to Walmart for “essentials”! Best of times with the best of
friends.

Terie Rives - February 14 at 05:10 PM

“

Marj Miller lit a candle in memory of Gerald W. Hodge

Marj Miller - February 12 at 12:33 PM

