J. W. Holt
May 11, 1932 - July 3, 2020

James Watt “J.W.” Holt, 88, of Savannah, Tennessee. departed this life peacefully in his
home on Friday, July 3, 2020.
Shortly after completing his education, J.W. made the selfless decision to serve his
country, enlisting early in the United States Army at the age of 17. He performed admirably
as a soldier throughout his 23 years as a member of the armed forces, seeing combat
action in the Vietnam and Korean Wars. J.W. was promoted to the rank of Master
Sergeant where, alongside with his duties as a defender of America at home and abroad,
he was charged with the important responsibility of training the newly enlisted into the
professionally trained soldiers the Army needed them to be. There was no duty in which
J.W. had more pride, or by which he was more humbled to perform. J.W. received an
honorable discharge from active duty in 1972, having been duly decorated with many
awards of valor and honor.
J.W. returned home to Savannah in 1972 with a continued commitment to service. Seeing
law enforcement as a calling, he joined the Savannah Police Department in 1973, the first
Black man to serve as a peace officer in Hardin County’s 56-year history. He spent six
years in the police department until retiring in 1979. With now two full careers behind him,
J.W. found himself restless, still wanting to make use of his considerable experience in law
enforcement to the benefit of his community. In 1981, he joined the Hardin County
Sheriff’s Department, serving as a deputy, Chief Jailer, Field Training Officer and Jail
Administrator until his final retirement in September 2000.
Later in life, J.W. renewed his relationship with Jesus Christ by joining Love and Truth
Ministries, where he functioned as a dedicated member and patron until his passing. J.W.
was very much a “man’s man”, recognized by all who knew him as a person of conviction
and principle. He will be
sorely missed by all the lives he touched throughout his redoubtable career of military and
civil service.

Those J.W. leaves behind to cherish his memory include his three children, James R. Holt,
Angelia E. Burns, and Jamie (Daniel) Ramos; 13 grandchildren, 9 great-grandchildren and
a host of nephews, nieces, cousins and friends.
J.W. was preceded in death by his parents, Lawson Holt and Hazel Casey; one stepson,
Scott Harrison Bland; sister, Tillie Broyles; brother, Luther Holt; as well as his maternal and
paternal grandparents.

Events
JUL
7

Memorial Visitation

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Shackelford Funeral Directors of Savannah
450 Church Street P. O. Box 1027, Savannah, TN, US, 38372

JUL
8

Memorial Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Shackelford Funeral Directors of Savannah
450 Church Street P. O. Box 1027, Savannah, TN, US, 38372

JUL
8

Memorial Services

11:00AM

Shackelford Funeral Directors of Savannah
450 Church Street P. O. Box 1027, Savannah, TN, US, 38372

Comments

“

BENNY & GRETA AUSTIN lit a candle in memory of J. W. Holt

BENNY & GRETA AUSTIN - July 08, 2020 at 01:32 PM

“

Ramona Morris lit a candle in memory of J. W. Holt

Ramona Morris - July 08, 2020 at 01:28 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of J. W. Holt.

July 08, 2020 at 11:43 AM

“

Chaney Winters's Girls sent a virtual gift in memory of J. W. Holt

Chaney Winters's Girls - July 08, 2020 at 11:05 AM

“

Jackie & Marsue Irwin lit a candle in memory of J. W. Holt

Jackie & Marsue Irwin - July 08, 2020 at 10:56 AM

“

Freeda Davis lit a candle in memory of J. W. Holt

Freeda Davis - July 08, 2020 at 09:02 AM

“

Carolyn Franks lit a candle in memory of J. W. Holt

Carolyn Franks - July 08, 2020 at 01:11 AM

“

Mr. Holt was a true American I worked with Mr. Holt for about 20 years he was a true
professional I was glad to call him my friend so Mr.Holt may you rest in peice.

Russ Alexander - July 07, 2020 at 11:58 PM

“

Linda Tate Burns lit a candle in memory of J. W. Holt

Linda Tate Burns - July 07, 2020 at 10:40 PM

“

I first met and spoke to JW more than 20 years ago when I first started my Holt family
research. He was so kind and gracious. In the last 4 or 5 years, we shared several
long conversations about the research I had done on his dad, which he was very
interested in. He had read every word and asked me questions, and I remember how
good that made me feel. I enjoyed and will treasure those long talks. I found JW
uncompromisingly honest, funny and with great capacity for deep insight about life's
ups and downs. He remembered every detail of the few times he shared with my
grandfather, Luther, his half brother. I relished hearing about it. My mother always
said JW looked a lot like Luther and I indeed see that in the younger pictures.
I will miss you, JW Holt!
Robyn Smith

R - July 07, 2020 at 05:51 PM

“

I am blessed to have met my cousin at the 2015 Campbell family reunion that was
held in Jackson, TN. I know through Mark that he had a wealth of knowledge of
family history. My deepest condolences to his children, grandchildren and greats.
Love and Peace as you join with our other ancestors.

Ruby D Gaston - July 07, 2020 at 02:40 PM

“

77 files added to the album LifeTributes

Shackelford Funeral Directors - July 07, 2020 at 01:53 PM

“

He was a very nice person he will be missed rest easy Mr.Holt

Angela Jarrett - July 07, 2020 at 11:58 AM

“

Kimharville sent a virtual gift in memory of J. W. Holt

Kimharville - July 07, 2020 at 10:09 AM

“

Kim Thompson sent a virtual gift in memory of J. W. Holt

Kim Thompson - July 07, 2020 at 09:43 AM

“

Tim SEATON sent a virtual gift in memory of J. W. Holt

Tim SEATON - July 07, 2020 at 07:24 AM

“

Brenda Poore sent a virtual gift in memory of J. W. Holt

Brenda Poore - July 06, 2020 at 10:01 PM

“

Hank & Jacqueline Tall sent a virtual gift in memory of J. W. Holt

Hank & Jacqueline Tall - July 06, 2020 at 09:55 PM

“

R.I.P. Mr. Holt
Love,
Shirley, Stephanie, Chris

Stephanie Thompson - July 06, 2020 at 05:18 PM

“

JW Holt was a fine man, you always knew where you stood with him. I considered
him a friend during his time we worked together through the court system and the jail.
Prayers for his family.

Julie Adkisson - July 06, 2020 at 05:01 PM

“

Helen Walker lit a candle in memory of J. W. Holt

Helen Walker - July 06, 2020 at 03:21 PM

“

Catherine Carroll lit a candle in memory of J. W. Holt

Catherine Carroll - July 06, 2020 at 02:29 PM

“

I have known this man since I was little!! He always made me smile and laugh when i
needed it!! He always gave me advice on life in general!! Every time I seen him out
anywhere he always gave me a hug!! I am surely gonna miss this great man and
loved seeing him laugh!! RIP Mr JW Holt!! I'm gonna miss u!! May u fly high and soar
with the angels!!

Mary Jo Pipes - July 06, 2020 at 11:28 AM

“

Wanda Franks lit a candle in memory of J. W. Holt

Wanda Franks - July 06, 2020 at 09:50 AM

“

Randy Flatt lit a candle in memory of J. W. Holt

Randy Flatt - July 06, 2020 at 09:33 AM

“

JW was a great man. He was a good friend who I have so many memories of tales
and laughs we shared. Prayers for the family. Fly high, my friend

jetta conway - July 06, 2020 at 08:58 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. James was a fine man.

Marcia Hall McKinney - July 06, 2020 at 08:41 AM

“

Tony Neill lit a candle in memory of J. W. Holt

Tony Neill - July 06, 2020 at 07:15 AM

“

Irish N Juanita Fry sent a virtual gift in memory of J. W. Holt

Irish n Juanita Fry - July 05, 2020 at 08:38 PM

“

“

Praying for the family n friends
Irish Fry - July 05, 2020 at 08:40 PM

Joann Marcell sent a virtual gift in memory of J. W. Holt

joann marcell - July 05, 2020 at 05:45 PM

“

So very sorry for your loss. He was a fine man. He will be missed

Marcia Hall McKinney - July 05, 2020 at 03:55 PM

