James Hugh Ragon
June 25, 1926 - November 4, 2019

Mr. James Hugh Ragon, age 93 of Jackson, formerly of Bolivar, passed away on the
evening of November 4th, surrounded by family.
He is survived by his wife, Natalie; his five children, Bill, Jim, Betty, Joe and Bob; fourteen
grandchildren; and more than twenty great-grandchildren, with another on the way!
We will remember a friend, a mentor and a colleague for his sharp wit, imagination and
insight, urging us to think creatively. We'll remember the dinner table, the drafting table,
the coffee shop, the motorcycle, the slide rule--the tools of an engineer, a craftsman and a
pilot; tools he used to invest himself in us, to share with us.
We will remember a husband, a proud father and grandfather, each in our own way, his
spirit reminding us what it means to live a life well. We will remember a WWII soldier who
absorbed what he saw in Central Europe, returned and built a life for his family that was
worth fighting for. Today we grieve his passing, but is presence in our lives will always be
a source of love, strength and hope.
Memorials may be sent to the Tennessee Veterans Home in Humboldt, TN
[https://tsvh.org/humboldt/]; St. Jude Children's Research Hospital in Memphis, TN
[http://www.stjude.org] or the Republican Party [http://www.gop.com]

Events
NOV
9

Memorial Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Shackelford Funeral Directors of Bolivar
109 Mecklinburg Drive P. O. Box 232, Bolivar, TN, US, 38008

NOV
9

Memorial Services

11:00AM

Shackelford Funeral Directors of Bolivar
109 Mecklinburg Drive P. O. Box 232, Bolivar, TN, US, 38008

Comments

“

So sorry to hear about Mr. Ragon. My sympathy and prayers go to the his family and
friends. Great neighbor in Bolivar.

Cathy N. Jones - November 17 at 10:11 AM

“

Tommy & Kay Zawacki lit a candle in memory of James Hugh Ragon

Tommy & Kay Zawacki - November 11 at 08:33 PM

“

Tommy & Kay Zawacki lit a candle in memory of James Hugh Ragon

Tommy & Kay Zawacki - November 10 at 07:36 PM

“

I am so sorry for the loss of James Hugh. He and Daddy (Joe Joe Baker) loved to
discuss the family genealogy. James Hugh and Daddy each were a walking
encyclopedia of family history information. It was fascinating to sit and listen to their
lively discussions. They can now pick up where they left off when Daddy went Home.

Janet Lambert - November 09 at 08:40 PM

“

Every single “problem job” I brought to him over the years, the “impossible” ones
many others tried to figure out, I left with answers that solved the problem. Mr. Ragon
never me feel goofy or dumb for asking, but more like we both had fun figuring it out
together (but he did all the figuring, I just learned).
Rest well my friend, Richard LeNoir.

Richard LeNoir - November 08 at 08:03 PM

“

J.Mark Ragan lit a candle in memory of James Hugh Ragon

J.Mark Ragan - November 07 at 11:23 PM

“

J.Mark Ragan lit a candle in memory of James Hugh Ragon

J.Mark Ragan - November 07 at 11:21 PM

“

Steve & Sherry Herriman lit a candle in memory of James Hugh Ragon

Steve & Sherry Herriman - November 07 at 10:47 PM

“

Mr. Ragon was my hero. In about 1966 Jim Simpson arranged a flight trip to Houston
Texas to see the Boston Celtics (with Bailey Howell) play in the Astrodome. Jim
Simpson, Red Cornelius, Mr. Ragon and myself (Gerald Mills) made the trip. The day
started a little scary. We were in a single engine plane with two seats in front and two
behind and while taxing down the runway at the Bolivar airport Jim Simpson was at
the controls so he could get credit for the flying hours. Jim applied the right brake for
a test and it was pulling us off to the right, when he applied the left brake to pull back
to the left the brake failed so we left the runway into the field. We all got out of the
plane and pushed it back on the runway. Jim pumped the left brake a few times and
it started working so we continued on our flight to Houston. When we got to Houston
and received permission to land we picked up air speed as we were descending to
land. All at once the hood of the plane flew open. Jim immediately pulled back on the
throttle and it felt like we had stopped in mid air. Jim informed the tower of our
problem and declared an emergency. We were told to leave the landing path and
circle until we were instructed to make another attempt to land. Jim Simpson made
two failed attempts to land and we were called back to get out of the way of faster
aircraft coming in to land. On the third call to try another landing Jim Simpson looked
over at Jim Ragon and said, "Jim, you take over and get us on the ground".
Mr.Ragon took control of the plane and quickly landed the plane with no problem.
That was an experience I will never forget.

Gerald Mills - November 07 at 10:45 PM

“

Gerald, Thanks for sharing this story. Daddy never mentioned this incident to me before.
Bob Ragon
Bob Ragon - November 08 at 10:37 AM

“

“

Yes, he is definitely our hero; heard this story many times growing up! (Gerald's daughter!)
Melinda - November 10 at 02:42 PM

Cathy Mayfield lit a candle in memory of James Hugh Ragon

Cathy Mayfield - November 07 at 03:54 PM

“

BoBo Rush sent a virtual gift in memory of James Hugh Ragon

BoBo Rush - November 07 at 12:20 PM

“

Janette Tigner sent a virtual gift in memory of James Hugh Ragon

Janette Tigner - November 06 at 08:38 PM

“

Neal Barber lit a candle in memory of James Hugh Ragon

neal barber - November 06 at 06:52 PM

“

PRAYERS FOR THE FAMILY.

RAY & CAROLYN ERVIN - November 06 at 04:32 PM

“

Jill Allison lit a candle in memory of James Hugh Ragon

Jill Allison - November 06 at 02:38 PM

“

Steve - Cherie - Melissa - Rodney Jones purchased the Large Basket Garden for the
family of James Hugh Ragon.

Steve - Cherie - Melissa - Rodney Jones - November 06 at 12:44 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of James Hugh Ragon.

November 06 at 12:26 PM

“

Rex and Jill Allison purchased the Treasured Lilies Spray for the family of James
Hugh Ragon.

Rex and Jill Allison - November 05 at 07:17 PM

