Paul W. J. Schumacher of the Gravel
Hill community
January 30, 1923 - March 23, 2020

Paul William Joseph Schumacher, age 97, passed from this world, from this battlefield, on
March 23, 2020.
Have you ever met a great man; a man of his family, a man of his country, a man of his
world? He passed at his home in Gravel Hill and will be buried with his life partner and
wife Ada Ellen Schumacher, just as he always wanted.
He is survived by his daughter Joyce of Columbus Ohio, son Kirby, of Dayton Ohio, and
son Kevin with his wife Linda of Felton Minnesota, and granddaughter Kristin Nelson and
her Husband Nicholas, great-granddaughter Alexandra of Fargo, North Dakota,
granddaughter Lacy, her husband Greg of Minneapolis, and grandson Kevin Philip and his
partner Sarah, of Robinsdale Minnesota. He is survived by his sister, Doris Brammer, of
Oakland City Indiana. He was preceded in death by his wife of 59 years Ellen, his brother
Jack Schumacher, of St. Charles Missouri, and by his beloved grandson Robert Paul
Schumacher.
A second generation German, he was born in rural Indiana on January 30, 1923, and went
to fight the Germans twenty years later. He entered France shortly after D-Day, fought
through the hedgerows of France to Belgium and Western Germany, and confronted the
Germans at the Huertgen Forest, the longest battle of WWII. Had a German sniper been
two inches more accurate, his marriage, his family and his marvelous life would have
never been. He crossed the Rhein River, helping to capture the bridge at Remagen before
it was destroyed. He remained in Germany as part of the occupation force, and true to his
nature, made many friends there, whom he would visit often in the years after the war. He
was injured during the war, and was hospitalized at the Veterans Administration Hospital
at Memphis Tennessee, where he met a nurse, Ada Ellen Huggins, fell in love and
married.
He graduated from Indiana Tech University with a degree in engineering, and was
employed by the Air Force, assisting with flight test operations, as well as the Mercury and

Gemini space programs, after additional training in aeronautical engineering at The Ohio
State University. He was employed and stationed at Wright Patterson Air Force Base in
Dayton Ohio until he retired, with many profound congratulations. As a young engineer, he
was flying with a test pilot near Dayton when the jet plane malfunctioned and crashed.
Once again, he survived, but only with a painful back injury and period of hospitalization.
Thank God he survived because organizations such as the Corinth Children’s Theater, the
Pleasant Site Volunteer Fire Department, the Ninth Infantry Division Association and many
other community programs would have been without his care, skills and donations of time,
money and effort.
He loved his wife, his children and his grandchildren, and thanks to his long life, he was
able to spend wonderful time with his great granddaughter, who he often drove a thousand
miles to see. He always opened his letters to his grandchildren with “Greetings from
Tennessee” even though privately, he thought it odd for a Yankee to be buried in the
South. He worked in his garden and gave away more than he ate. He loved his Tennessee
woods, the creatures there, and he loved his country.
Rest well soldier. Your service to this world is done.
Private Services will take place at Shackelford Funeral Directors in Selmer Tennessee,
with a public memorial service to be held in the future.
In lieu of flowers, please send donations to American Legion Post 243, c/o Joel Pipkin, PO
Box 151, Scott’s Hill TN 38374, Court Avenue Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 234
West Court Ave, Selmer TN 38375, or the Ninth Infantry Division Association, c/o Mary
Cooper, 11218 Timberline Rd., Houston TX 77043-4641.
THERE WILL BE A DRIVE THROUGH VISITATION FOR MR. SCHUMACHER AT
SHACKELFORD FUNERAL DIRECTORS OF SELMER, 160 WEST CYPRESS AVENUE,
SELMER, TN ON FRIDAY, APRIL 3RD BEGINNING AT 10:30 AM AND CONTINUING
UNTIL 12:30 PM. THE PUBLIC MAY PARTICIPATE, BUT PARTICIPANTS MUST ABIDE
BY THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS: FOR YOUR SAFETY, DO NOT ATTEMPT TO
PARK YOUR VEHICLE IN THE PARKING LOT OR EXIT YOUR VEHICLE. YOU WILL
DRIVE UNDERNEATH THE CARPORT AND WILL BE ABLE TO PAY YOUR RESPECTS
TO MR. SCHUMACHER AND HIS FAMILY FROM YOUR VEHICLE. AN ATTENDANT
WILL LIST YOUR NAME IN THE REGISTER BOOK. YOU WILL THEN EXIT THE
PROPERTY ONTO CYPRESS AVENUE. IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS PLEASE
CALL SHACKELFORD FUNERAL DIRECTORS OF SELMER AT (731) 645-3481.

Cemetery
Gravel Hill Cemetery
86 Tom Baker Rd
Eastview, TN,

Comments

“

Paul will remain a larger-than-life figure in my mind forever. How lucky we all are to
have had this kind, wise and interesting man for 97 (!) years! Lots of love from the
Minnesota Schumachers.
-Anna Schumacher

Anna Schumacher - April 03 at 02:40 PM

“

Paul is my uncle on my father’s side. My dad is Jack and Paul is my dads’ big
brother. Their sister Doris is the last of that generation for me. Though they raised
their families far a part, in Dayton and St Charles MO, we managed to spend some
great times together. Many family gatherings were held in Lynnville IN (Where Paul,
Jack and Doris were raised), Dayton and at our house in MO. There were a couple
camping trips and a canoe trip as well. Paul was a gracious and honorable man and
he and Ellen were always warm, welcoming and encouraging. I loved those nights
when he would show slides taken during his and Ellen’s travel. They helped instill in
me a desire to travel and see other places and opened my mind to a bigger world.
My youngest daughter Anna was going through an all things WW2 and the Holocaust
phase when she was about 10 years old. We knew we would be seeing Paul at
Kristin’s wedding in 2010. So, we told Anna to write a letter to Paul and invite him for
a visit and talk about his WW2 experiences. And of course, Paul wrote back saying
he would be happy to visit with her. We had a lovely time that evening with Anna
asking questions and Paul answering for almost 2 hours before he grew too weary to
go on. The attached photo is from that night. I love Paul’s smile and the way he
always was willing to share his time, his story’s, his wisdom and the fruits of his
garden, forest and wood shop.
We will always think of you when there is rhubarb.
Take your rest uncle Paul.

Steve Schumacher

Steve D Schumacher - April 02 at 03:24 PM

“

Joyce, My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family.

Debbie Tompkins

debbie tompkins - April 02 at 01:48 PM

“

139 files added to the album LifeTributes

Shackelford Funeral Directors - April 01 at 03:31 PM

“

Our acquaintance with Paul and Ellen began, when we, the Münster family, Horst
and Anna-Maria with Daniel, 5 years old and Fabian, 3 years old, arrived in Ohio on
April 78.
On an exchange program of engineers and scientists between US and GE, I was
delegated for more than one year to the Flight Test Wing at WPAFB in Dayton. Paul
Schumacher was there my supporting Supervisor.
Also privately began an everlasting friendship between the Schumachers and the
Münster family. Paul and Ellen helped us so much and spent a lot time with us. They
loved our little boys and they loved Paul and Ellen. The picnics we had there
together and later on during their trips to Germany were particular highlights.
Paul's last visit to our home in our little village, nearby Munich, in Upper Bavarian
was in 2018 and we felt how hard it was for him and for us missing Ellen.
We cherish when we think of the times together with Paul and Ellen.
Thank you and good bye, Paul, our friend!
Horst and Anna-Maria Münster
with Daniel and Christine with Maria and Korbinian
with Fabian and Simone with Lorenz and Moritz

Horst Anna-Maria Münster - April 01 at 10:30 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Horst + Anna-Maria Münster - April 01 at 10:13 AM

“

Distinguished Service Casket Spray was purchased for the family of Paul W. J.
Schumacher of the Gravel Hill community.

March 29 at 10:30 AM

“

Doris Brammer lit a candle in memory of Paul W. J. Schumacher of the Gravel Hill
community

Doris Brammer - March 28 at 04:34 PM

“

My first memory or Mr. Paul was visiting his home as Pastor of Gravel Hill church. I
found him out back of the house painting tomato stakes. Because I was also an avid
gardener I asked why he was doing that. He said it helped keep down diseases. I
learned something. I visited Paul, his wife, and especially his mother-in-law many
times over a 7 year period. Though he never came to my church he was very kind
and respectful to me. I saw him again years later at a funeral and he reminded me
who he was and we had a great visit. May the LORD continue to bless all the family
as He has already blessed you with such a great heritage. Jimmy Garrett

Jimmy G Garrett - March 27 at 11:19 AM

“

Thank you so much for your kind words, pastor Garrett! We appreciate the memories. Lacy
Schumacher
Lacy S - March 28 at 02:53 PM

“

Gracie Webster lit a candle in memory of Paul W. J. Schumacher of the Gravel Hill
community

Gracie webster - March 26 at 11:25 PM

“

Gracie Webster lit a candle in memory of Paul W. J. Schumacher of the Gravel Hill
community

Gracie webster - March 26 at 09:39 PM

“

Darrell Goodrum lit a candle in memory of Paul W. J. Schumacher of the Gravel Hill
community

Darrell Goodrum - March 26 at 07:49 PM

“

Charlotte Ellis lit a candle in memory of Paul W. J. Schumacher of the Gravel Hill
community

charlotte ellis - March 25 at 03:07 PM

“

Thank you, Charlotte. We appreciate you remembering our father. - Kirby, Kevin and Joyce
Schumacher
Joyce Schumacher - April 09 at 10:44 PM

“

Thankful that I knew this great man of the greatest generation. He was a blessing to
our family and a friend of my Father.

mary monk - March 25 at 01:59 PM

“

Mary, thank you so much for this very comforting message.
- Kirby, Kevin and Joyce Schumacher
Joyce Schumacher - April 09 at 10:48 PM

“

We are thankful to have met Ellen and Paul in 1996 when they visited Germany.
From this day on we had a wonderful friendship with several visits at their and our
house. We will keep Paul in loving memory and we want to express our deep felt
compassion for his family.
Karin, Hans and Barbara with Ann and Angelika from Donauwörth, Germany

Karin and Hans Reitschuster - March 25 at 12:58 PM

“

Thank you for posting this!! I know how much your friendship meant to Grandpa. —Lacy
Schumacher
Lacy S - March 26 at 10:29 PM

“

Karin, Hans and family: thank you so much for your message. I know Dad loved you dearly
and each time he spent with you. I remember he was so appreciative when you made a
surprise visit at his 90th birthday party. He was always wanting to take another trip to
Germany to see you. You enriched his life and we appreciate all you did for him. Kirby,
Kevin and Joyce Schumacher
Joyce Schumacher - April 09 at 11:00 PM

“

Deepest Sympathy to the Schumacher family. He will truly be missed in our small
town of Selmer, Tn.
Dr. James P Smith OD
Linda
Lola

Lola - March 25 at 11:47 AM

“

“

Thank you for remembering our Dad. Kirby, Kevin and Joyce Schumacher
Joyce Schumacher - April 09 at 11:01 PM

I’m grateful to have known Paul and that I could call him a friend. He was truly a
special person and will be greatly missed. . My love and prayers to his family at this
time.
- Chris Higgins

Chris Higgins - March 25 at 10:43 AM

“

Your message is so comforting to us. Thank you. - Kirby, Kevin and Joyce Schumacher
Joyce Schumacher - April 09 at 11:03 PM

“

Paul was such a wonderful friend and came to visit us and the Remember Museum
39-45 so many times. He just loved the "Crème brûlée" in a little restaurant where we
went often with him. He is one of these men of the Greatest Generation and we owe
him all the freedoms which we enjoy since 75 years.
The world is a sadder and colder place without this great man but may he walk
peacefully towards his lovely wife Ellen and towards his well deserved rest among
his brothers that were left behind on the European soil.
We will miss Paul but he will never be forgotten in Belgium as his pictures of a
handsome young man and a handsome old man are forever displayed in our
museum.
We are sending our most sincere condolences to Paul's family.
Mathilde and Marcel Schmetz from the Remember Museum 39-45 in Belgium

Marcel and Mathilde Schmetz - March 25 at 09:48 AM

“

Mathilde and Marcel, thank you so much for this kind note. Meeting you at your museum
and seeing Grandpa’s memorabilia there was such a fun adventure. He had told me about
the two of you for years and I know he held you both in his heart. Thanks again for your
kindness.
Lacy Schumacher
Lacy S - March 26 at 10:26 PM

“

Marcel and Mathilde, thank you for your extremely comforting message. I know how much
Dad loved you and truly appreciated your respect, especially through your museum, for the
Veterans. We are so thankful for all you did for him over many years.
-Kirby, Kevin and Joyce Schumacher
Joyce Schumacher - April 09 at 11:10 PM

“

Tony Neill lit a candle in memory of Paul W. J. Schumacher of the Gravel Hill
community

Tony Neill - March 25 at 09:47 AM

“

Thank you for your kind gesture and for remembering our Dad. - Kirby, Kevin and Joyce
Schumacher
Joyce Schumacher - April 09 at 11:12 PM

“

Randy Flatt sent a virtual gift in memory of Paul W. J. Schumacher of the Gravel Hill
community

Randy Flatt - March 25 at 08:53 AM

“

“

Thank you for your kindness and comfort. - Kirby, Kevin and Joyce Schumacher
Joyce Schumacher - April 09 at 11:15 PM

André Beckers, Maastricht, The Netherlan lit a candle in memory of Paul W. J.
Schumacher of the Gravel Hill community

André Beckers, Maastricht, The Netherlan - March 25 at 04:57 AM

“
“

“

Thank you André! Lacy Schumacher
Lacy S - March 26 at 10:27 PM

Thank you for remembering our Dad. - Kirby, Kevin and Joyce Schumacher
Joyce Schumacher - April 09 at 11:16 PM

I had the privilege of going to church with Mr Paul. He was one of the smartest men I
knew. Even at his age his mind was brilliant. Some from church had Sunday lunch
with him. During those lunches I got to know him. We discussed church sermons, his
military days and a little politics. At the end of our meal we would have strawberry ice
cream. Yum yum it was good. I loved you my friend. Will miss you. But I realized you
were very ill. And would be going home. What a wonderful home going that was. RIP
Mr Paul

Gaylia Ribinson - March 24 at 11:49 PM

“

Gaylia, thank you for this lovely message and for everything you did for him and for us
while we were in Tennessee during his illness. Your kindness is appreciated. - Kirby, Kevin
and Joyce Schumacher
Joyce Schumacher - April 09 at 11:23 PM

“

Gaylia Ribinson lit a candle in memory of Paul W. J. Schumacher of the Gravel Hill
community

Gaylia Ribinson - March 24 at 11:40 PM

“

“

Thank you for this wonderful gesture. - Joyce Schumacher
Joyce Schumacher - April 09 at 11:25 PM

Nancy Kennedy lit a candle in memory of Paul W. J. Schumacher of the Gravel Hill
community

Nancy Kennedy - March 24 at 11:39 PM

“

Thank you, Nancy, for remembering our Dad. Thank you also for your visits and goodies
while we were staying at Dad's home during his illness. You showed us such kindness
during a difficult time. - Kirby, Kevin and Joyce Schumacher
Joyce Schumacher - April 09 at 11:29 PM

“

Loved Mr. Paul
awesome man

tammy Hollingsworth - March 24 at 10:14 PM

“

Thank you for you service for our country. R I P, Norman Sheffield

Norman Sheffield - March 24 at 10:08 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Paul W. J.
Schumacher of the Gravel Hill community.

March 24 at 10:02 PM

“

I’ll miss the Greetings From Tennessee letters. I’ll miss the giant boxes of handmade
birdhouse ornaments or apple chips or hickory nuts or jonquil bulbs. I’ll miss hearing
you tell people “I have the best family” when we’re with you. I’ll miss all the stories
about your life, well-lived. I’ll miss your passion for new things, travel, friendship, and
dessert. I’ll miss that 15-lb box of German cookies that we never could finish that
arrived like clockwork every Christmas. (Although, I admit, I’m also secretly sort of
afraid you paid for those cookies in advance and that a box will still come to my
house year after year...I wouldn’t put it past you because you loved to share.) I’ll miss
sitting and listening to you and dad talk gardening or trees even when I had no clue
what you were going on about.
I’ll be proud forever, though, to be your granddaughter and to carry your last name.
I’ll brag about you forever. I’ll tell everyone who is even remotely interested every
single story you told me over the years. Especially when I finally get to meet my
child, the great-grandchild that you won’t get to meet. I’ll make sure they know you
and are proud of you the way I am proud of you.
I won’t forget everything you’ve taught me and everything I learned just by listening
to you or watching the way you treat people. I’ll miss you forever. Rest In Peace
Grandpa.
Lacy Schumacher

Lacy S - March 24 at 08:54 PM

“

This wonderful, amazing, smart, articulate man is my Uncle. He's a treasure, one of a
kind. His presence will be so missed in our family. He is a hero who loved his country
and fought valiantly. Rest in Peace, you lived a wonderful life to the fullest. We all
love you. Much love, prayers and condolences to all. You are missed and always will
be.

Jennifer Stormont - March 24 at 08:24 PM

“

Jennifer, thank you for this beautiful tribute to Dad. It is so comforting and I know he loved
you so much.
Joyce Schumacher - April 09 at 11:58 PM

“

Mr. Schumacher, Thank you for your service to our great country! My sincere
sympathy to your family. America has lost another member of the Greatest
Generation.

Frances Hill - March 24 at 07:03 PM

“

Jai Templeton lit a candle in memory of Paul W. J. Schumacher of the Gravel Hill
community

Jai Templeton - March 24 at 06:48 PM

