Roy R. Davis
September 18, 1926 - May 15, 2011

He was born and reared in Chester County, near Milledgeville, the son of the late Robert
and Effie Kelley Davis. He attended school at Milledgeville and overseas and after the
service went to Memphis State. He entered the U.S. Army in 1944 and served with the 7th
Infantry Division at Okinawa during which time the atomic bomb was dropped. He then
served with the Occupational Army in South Korea. His unit took the Japanese Flag down
and raised the American Flag in South Korea as the Occupational Army. He returned to
the States and was discharged in November 1946.
He married Betty Evans in 1965. Mr. Davis farmed for a few years in the early 50â€™s.
He went to work with the Memphis Police Department in November 1959 and worked
there 35 years and retired in 1994 as a Captain and the next day began work for the State
Attorney Generalâ€™s Office as a Criminal Investigator and retired after 12 years, on
March 17, 2007. He was a member of the Faith Baptist Church at Bartlett.
Mr. Davis had a role as a deputy sheriff in the first Walking Tall Movie with Joe Don Baker.
Mr. Davis is survived by his wife, Betty Jean Evans Davis of Lakeland; two sons, Richard
Alan Davis and wife Renee of Collierville and John Raymond Davis and wife Kim of
Lakeland; three grandchildren, Hannah Grace Davis, Rachel Reese Davis and Olivia Rae
Davis and two sisters, Ruby Lee Snider of Tupelo, MS and Ruth Marie Rainey of Enville.
He was preceded in death by two brothers, Robert E. Davis and Royce Edward (Pete)
Davis.

Comments

“

I have known Roy all my life and found him to be a person whom I looked up to.
His character was beyond reproach.

Fred Patterson - May 19, 2011 at 12:37 AM

“

Mrs. Betty, thinking of you and your family. Sorry for your loss.

Kelli Mealer - May 18, 2011 at 06:54 PM

“

Captain Davis was a fine,honest and hard working person. He had the highest of
standards. He was concerned about the welfare of the officers who worked for him.
They certainly do not make policemen like him anymore. Although I do not know his
family, my sympathy and prayers are with you. His troubles are over now. His
memory will live on with all the officers that knew him. RIP your tour of duty is over.

David O'Bryan - May 18, 2011 at 03:10 AM

“

One of my first Lt.'s on the job and one of the best. Always friendly and never said
anything bad about any ploice officer. Lt. Davis asked you how you are feeling and if
there was anything he could do for you. Just a very nice person. My sympathy's to
the family.

Steve Bandura West Pct. C - May 17, 2011 at 11:08 PM

“

An original of the Wild West "C" Shift. None better, Never forgotten.

Harold W Bruce - May 17, 2011 at 09:10 PM

“

Betty and family: I am so sorry to hear of Roy's passing. I am not going to be able to
make it to the service or visitation but my thoughts and prayers will be with allof you.
Love you all!!

Joanne Canaday - May 17, 2011 at 08:01 PM

“

Worked for Lt. Davis back in the mid 70's at the old East Pct. Evening Shift.
Everyone thought the world of him. He was one of the fairest men I ever worked for.
He will be greatly missed by all the old heads.

Ronnie W. Weddle - May 17, 2011 at 05:17 PM

“

Roy was one o the best. He will be missed.

Lt. Terry Phelps (MPD Retired) - May 17, 2011 at 02:15 PM

“

MY DEEPEST SYMPATHY. I ADMIRED HIM ALOT.

JOE BERTLING - May 17, 2011 at 01:31 PM

“

Sorry to hear about Roy's passing. One great guy. I worked with him in homicide and
he along with Sam Harvey were the best. If the lord needs some work done he now
has two of the best to work for him.

Bayless O. Wheeler (BO) - May 17, 2011 at 12:58 PM

“

When I came on the MPD in 1969 he was the type of officer that took care of the new
officers and set a positive example.My daughter worked in the ATT. Gen.office and
would always tell me what a nice person he was.He will be missed by all.

Jimmy Jones - May 17, 2011 at 12:45 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Roy's death.
We are holding your family close
in prayer.

Joe Burross - May 17, 2011 at 12:44 PM

“

In memory of a great man. May he rest in peace.

Richard G. Kitchens - May 17, 2011 at 11:18 AM

“

It was an honor to have know him.

Charles Allred - May 17, 2011 at 09:55 AM

“

I worked for Roy many years and he was indeed one of the finest men i have ever
had the pleasure to meet. When he retired from the MPD asked if he was moving
back to McNairy County his answer was no, we would never leave our church. Roy
was a christian gentleman through and through, a loving husband, father and a great
leader of men. RIP R.R.

John Birch - May 17, 2011 at 09:35 AM

“

Richard and Renae, and the entire Davis family, we are so sorry for your loss.

Steve and Robin Comella - May 17, 2011 at 03:02 AM

“

RIP Captain Roy Davis. You were the finest Commanding Officer I ever had the
honor and privilege to work for or with. You were the ultimate police officer & a fine
example to which all officers should strive. You will be dearly missed.

Bob McCulley - May 17, 2011 at 02:52 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this time.

Bobby and Rachel Young - May 17, 2011 at 02:37 AM

“

An Honorable Christian man, whose superior leadership skills & capabilities have
guided so many of us to flourish by trying to instill those cardinal virtues of fortitude,
prudence, temperance & justice. His faith in Christ was shown through as an
example for everyone who knew him to accept a personal relationship with the
Jesus, the Messiah! We will meet again in that house not made with hands. Thank
you for teaching us all!Signal â€˜C.â€ You will be greatly missed!

Jim Nichols - May 17, 2011 at 02:35 AM

“

Well done good and faithful servant. Matthew 25:21. Rest in Peace L T till we meet
on the other side.

Kenneth Eidson - May 17, 2011 at 02:30 AM

“

I'm so sorry to learn of the death of your brother Ruby Lee. May God bless you and
all of the other family members.
Teresa & Scooter

Teresa Irons - May 16, 2011 at 01:26 PM

“

"As the Angel of Death and Roy Davis walked along quietly, Roy stopped
and turned for a moment.
He looked the angel square in the eyes as he had done with everyone he
had ever met, and then asked: "Should I be afraid?"
The Angel looked down and thought for a moment.
Then looking up, he met Roy's eyes just as square, and said:
"No Roy, I shouldn't think so. Not a man who has lived like you."
He was a living, breathing example of what makes a great police officer.
Compassion, Dignity, Integrity and Wisdom. Firm but fair. A willingness and
readiness to listen to both sides while gathering the facts.
As a commanding officer, he was "THE" finest I have ever known, and likely authored
the book on how to lead others.
I grieve with his family at his passing. God has shown us in this man, a policeman's
policeman.

Lt. John T. Dwyer (MPD-Ret.) - May 16, 2011 at 10:49 AM

