Donald Eugene Huggins
February 15, 1942 - May 25, 2010

Donald was born February 15, 1942. His parents, Roy and Gladys Huggins raised him
and his sister Ada Ellen in the Gravel Hill Community. Don's brother, Royce, died at a
young age with a bleeding disorder.
As a child, Don attended school at Gravel Hill until the 7th grade. He transferred to Ramer
Elementary when he was in the 8th grade. He enjoyed riding horses. He and his friend,
James Opal Gray, loved to travel over the country side and their parents allowed them to
as long as they were home by dark. They had some near death experiences as they
experimented with TNT.
After graduating from High School Don decided that he wanted to see the world. On May
21, 1959 Don signed up for the Marines. On May 25th he was sworn in. Don did get to see
the world, but only after he had gone through Boot Camp and was trained to look and act
like a Marine.
Throughout his military career he went to Panama, Guantanomo Bay, Viagus Island,
Puerto Rico, Morrocco, Tangiers, Gibralter, Mirakesh, the Algeria Border and the
Dominican Republic. He went all over the Mediterannen Sea with the fleet Marine Force.
He was stationed with the Second Marine Division in Camp Lejune, North Carolina.
On June 25th, 1965 he was honorably discharged and came back to Selmer.
He went to work in Memphis for Velsicol Chemical Plant where he spent 13 years. In
1976, Don came back to McNairy County to work at the McNairy County Sheriff's
Department. In 1979, he met Donna Fuchs, they had a two year courtship and were
married September 4, 1981 at Acton Church of Christ. Don and his family attended church
at the Fourth Street church of Christ in Selmer, Tennessee. Donald has two sons, Trent
and Jeffrey, and one daughter, Leala. He has one grandson, Gavin, and two
grandaughters, Marley and Alexis. Don worked at the McNairy County Sheriff's
Department until he retired in September of 2008. During his employment as deputy

sheriff, Don held positions as the Youth Service Officer, Dare Instructor, FireArms
Instructor and Training Officer. He also had the honor of attending the FBI Academy at
Quantico, Virginia in 1986. He was a recipient of the Lions Club Citizen of the Year award
as well as Police officer of the Year award.
Of all his experiences in life, he loved and enjoyed his family best. He enjoyed his
children's church and school activities, the band concerts, the football games, the Boy
Scout activities and the Jazz Cat concerts. He always enjoyed seeing his children do well.

Comments

“

Donna
We are so sorry to just find out about your loss. We love you guys. Don was a fine
man and highly respected.

O'Neal and Brenda Moffett - June 02, 2010 at 04:46 PM

“

sorry for our lost. we will be pray for you

peggy baird - May 28, 2010 at 05:13 PM

“

Donna, Elaine and i are saddened by the news of Don's death. We remember his
always stopping by when we were in McNairy County. He was a truly good man and
a good Marine. Don Gardner

Donald R. Gardner - May 28, 2010 at 02:56 PM

“

Donna & Family, We were deeply saddened by the passing of Don. I always knew
the family, but also was honored to be his teacher at Ramer High School. He and his
family were fine Christian people. He will be greatly missed by all who knew him.
We will hold you in our prayers and may you find comfort and peace at this sad time.

Estel R.& Mary R. Mills - May 28, 2010 at 02:14 AM

“

Please know that I care.
Sincere Condolences

Shelia Calvary - May 27, 2010 at 08:59 PM

“

I are praying for you and your family.

Kim Mills - May 27, 2010 at 08:57 PM

“

Your example in life set a standard as the Youth Service Office that will remain long
standing.

Cindy Marlow - May 27, 2010 at 06:47 PM

“

jeff,leala,trent,im so sorry for your loss,don was a really nice guy,if yall need anything
just get a hold of me

RANDY MCMAHAN - May 27, 2010 at 06:27 PM

“

Mr. Don was such a great man and loved by so many. My father, Ernest Henry
worked with Mr. Don for years in law enforcement. This is how I first got to know him.
Then I got to see Mr. Don often at Adamsville Elementary School when he did the
DARE Program. He made a huge difference in so many students lives. My daughter,
Amron, just loved him when she was in 6th grade. Myself, all the teachers, and the
entire staff at our school highly respected this wonderful man. Your dear family will be
in our prayers. May God Bless each and everyone of you.

Jack, Kim, and Amron Forsythe - May 27, 2010 at 06:25 PM

“

Donna and family,
We are so sorry to hear of your loss. You will continue to remain in our prayers in the
days ahead.

Bobby and Jeni Crumby - May 27, 2010 at 05:29 PM

“

I first met Don when he was my DARE instructor at Michie. Don was a great law
enforcement officer and a wonderful person. He will truly be missed.

Rodney Cartwright - May 27, 2010 at 01:02 PM

“

Mrs. Huggins and family, I was so saddened to read about Don's passing. He was an
old and dear friend from the 70's when I started in law enforcement. I left that area in
'83 but would occasionally run into him when I was there on business. I remember
well the last time I got the chance to talk to him, I had stopped by Bill Waggoner's
business in Adamsville and he was there. It wasn't long before he retired from MCSD
after that. May Jesus richly bless and keep you all.

Phil Kemp - May 27, 2010 at 01:55 AM

“

Mrs. Huggins and children,
My sincerest sympathy to you from the Lubeck church of Christ family in Washington,
West Virginia. Many of us know the heartbreak of losing our soul mates and parents,
yet we do not grieve as those who have no hope. May God bless and comfort you as
you deal with your loss and may you know that in time precious memories will
replace the pain.

Mrs. Martha C. Hill - May 26, 2010 at 11:55 PM

“

Donna,we are so sorry about Don's death.Our prayers are with you ,your
children,and grandkids.May the peace and grace of our Lord be with all of you.

Junior &Barbara Bright - May 26, 2010 at 11:08 PM

“

Im sorry to hear of Mr. Huggins passing. He was my D.A.R.E officer at Michie, and
the first who encouraged me to get into the law enforcement field. I was intrigued by
that big shiny badge and was always asking him questions about his occupation.
Thats been about 14yrs ago and I have since went on to college, graduating with a
degree in law enforcement and now working for the Murfreesboro Police Dept. He
was a positive role model for me growing up and for that Im thankful. I havent seen
him in yrs and am saddened to hear of your loss. Wished I'd been able to tell him
what kind of influence he had on my future. My thoughts and prayers are with his
family in this time of need.

APRIL NORTH MCCLURKAN - May 26, 2010 at 06:52 AM

“

donna,you and the children are in my prayers.may god bless each of you and give
you the strength that you need at this time. don will be missed.

cathy eaker williams - May 26, 2010 at 02:52 AM

“

Donna and Family,
I am truely sorry for your loss. Don was a great man, and an amazing father. I have
so many scouting memories of him and the family that I will forever hold dear to my
heart. Donna, you and Don both were there when I lost dad back in Dec. and words
can't express how much that meant to our family. Trent, Leala, and Jeff, just know
that I am always here if you guys need anything, even if it's just a talk or a shoulder
to cry on. Your daddy was such an amazing man. He will forever be missed. You are
all in my thoughts and prayers.
Beth

Beth Atlee - May 26, 2010 at 01:51 AM

“

Dear Mrs Huggins and family. I am very sorry to learn of the passing of Don. He was
a longtime friend,a very good man and police officer.He will be remembered by many
DARE students that thought so highly of him. I am keeping you and your family in my
prayers.

Steve Browder - May 26, 2010 at 01:07 AM

“

Dear Donna, I am very sorry to hear about your husband. I did not know him but I
know you guys had a great marriage and testimony. Please let us know if there is
anything we can do for you. Love in Christ, the Heath family

cathryn heath - May 25, 2010 at 10:01 PM

“

Mrs. Huggins and family I am truly sorry to hear about Mr. Don passing. He was a
very special person to me and my family. We lost our daughter Angie Jenkins in 1994
He was the first one at the wreck he wasn't on duty told me just coming toward
Selmer and held her head up until the ambulance got there. I have talked to him
several times since about that morning...He said he would never forget her and I will
never forget him....he has helped so many kids to know more about the DARE
program...He was very special and I know he has perfect place waiting for him. I
know you all will miss him. just remember the good memories..God Bless you all
David, Carolyn Fowler, Chris Jenkins and family

Carolyn Fowler - May 25, 2010 at 05:55 PM

