Jack D. Barnett
November 26, 1943 - May 31, 2015

Jack Dale Barnett was born in Detroit, Michigan on November 26, 1943, the son of Dale
and Jimmie Barnett. The following years would send him around the world and settle him
in such places as Garland, Texas, Washington, D.C., El Paso, Texas, Monroe, North
Carolina, Memphis, Tennessee, and finally in 1996, Hardin County, Tennessee.
On May 1, 1988 at the age of 44, Jack married Mackie “Sue” Smith. Together they built a
wonderful life, but it was a life marked by periods of separation due to his work. For twelve
years, Jack worked for the Garland Police Department in Garland, Texas before
embarking on a career as a federal agent with the Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms division
of the Department of Justice. Twenty-seven years later he retired and began his third
career with the Department of State where he worked as an investigator. His final
retirement came ten years later, but not before he was deployed to Iraq in 2008 as a law
enforcement consultant; he was 64 at the time. The fifteen months spent there yielded a
host of new friends among the Iraqi police force and eventually converted one unit from
claiming to be the Iraqi FBI to describing themselves as the Iraqi ATF.
Jack was a true patriot, having served his country as a member of the United States
Marine Corps. His passions were many and included his family, golf, Ole Miss games,
most anything to do with guns, and working as an auctioneer. He truly enjoyed a good
cigar and always looked forward to sharing one with the Old Troubadours, a group of
friends gathered from the Counce area. His love of guns led to his membership in the TriCounty Gun and Archery Club and his desire to serve others manifested itself in his role
as a Shriner and member of the Garland, Texas Masonic Lodge. Jack was also active in
the Hardin County Republican Committee, having served as the Sergeant at Arms.
Jack Barnett left his family and friends for the last time on May 31, 2015, at the age of 71
years, 6 months, and 5 days. In addition to his wife, Sue, of Counce, Tennessee, he
leaves four children, Tye Barnett and his wife, Amanda, of DeQueen, Arkansas, Kelley
Barnett and her husband, Randy, of Wylie, Texas, Kathryn Barnett also of Wylie, Texas,
and Scott Barnett of Missouri as well as eleven grandchildren and eight great-

grandchildren. Also surviving are his step-son, Chris Nelon of Texas, his sister-in-law,
Carla Woods, and her husband, Jim, of Kankakee, Illinois, and a host of wonderful friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Dale and Jimmie Barnett.
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Comments

“

Sue and Tye, Fran and I are so sorry to hear of Jack's passing. He was a great
friend.

Jim Collura - June 28, 2015 at 11:01 AM

“

Marcia Hall McKinney lit a candle in memory of Jack D. Barnett

Marcia Hall McKinney - June 09, 2015 at 09:48 AM

“

P.J. McDonald lit a candle in memory of Jack D. Barnett

P.J. McDonald - June 03, 2015 at 02:45 PM

“

The ATF Nashville field division would like to express our sincere condolences to you
and your family.
“I know for certain that we never lose the people we love, even to death. They
continue to participate in every act, thought and decision we make. Their love leaves
an indelible imprint i our memories. We find comfort in knowing that our lives have
been enriched by having shared their love.” ~Leo Buscaglia

Michael Knight - June 03, 2015 at 09:15 AM

“

Sue Kyle And Mary Holcombe lit a candle in memory of Jack D. Barnett

Sue Kyle and Mary Holcombe - June 02, 2015 at 08:18 PM

“

JUDIE STANFIELD lit a candle in memory of Jack D. Barnett

JUDIE STANFIELD - June 02, 2015 at 08:16 PM

“

Debbie Dockery lit a candle in memory of Jack D. Barnett

debbie dockery - June 02, 2015 at 07:59 PM

“

Autry & Martha Gobbell lit a candle in memory of Jack D. Barnett

Autry & Martha Gobbell - June 02, 2015 at 04:47 PM

“

Jack "Bubba" Barnett was introduced to me in El Paso, TX in 1984 at Santa Teressa
Country Club. Many games of golf and a few beers later in 1987 we split paths but
not our memories. Jack was always ready with a smile and belly laugh. We last saw
each other, along with Sue, at his home in Savannah. The man may be gone but his
spirit and the memories will be with us forever. Thank you Jack. Pete & Patti
Woodman

Pete Wood amn - June 02, 2015 at 04:02 PM

“

Sue and Tye: Not sure you will remember me, but Jack, Tye and I used to play golf
most weekends at Monroe Country Club, in NC. Jack and I worked together and we
discovered a mutual interest in golf. He got me in at Monroe. On the job, we worked
a few cases together but always stayed in touch no matter where either of us was
transferred. I agree with many who have talked of Jack's ability to tell a great story.
He is one of those men who once you meet, you never forget. Jack was an agent's
agent, whose only interest was putting the bad guy in jail. He hated the politics of the
job and stood up to the injustices when he saw it. Jack and I continued to email each
other with the last one I received less than two weeks ago. I knew Jack was in ill
health, but it still comes as a shock to hear of his passing. He will be greatly missed.
Jack was my friend.

Don Bell - June 02, 2015 at 03:49 PM

“

Patrick & Julie Blackburn lit a candle in memory of Jack D. Barnett

Patrick & Julie Blackburn - June 02, 2015 at 02:02 PM

“

52 files added to the album LifeTributes

Shackelford Funeral Directors - June 02, 2015 at 12:35 PM

“

My friendship with Jack started in the 70's when we were attending the Army
Polygraph School in Alabama. Jack and I bonded over two shared passions, a good
cigar and a round of golf. Jack was a friend that I was proud to have. Truth and honor
were the touchstones of his life. I know his family is suffering from losing him. He will
be truly missed by all that knew him. When I next see Jack, I am looking forward to
joining his foursome. Bob Campbell - Germantown, Tn.

Robert P. Campbell - June 02, 2015 at 10:22 AM

“

Sue and the Barnett family,
Dot and I express our deepest sympathy on your great loss. You'll were great next
door neighbors for many years. Jack was always willing to help or loan something
that you needed. Our thoughts and prayers are with you during this trying time.
May God Bless you and the family.
Jerry & Dot Riggs
Memphis, Tn.

Jerry & Dot Riggs - June 02, 2015 at 08:02 AM

“

Tye and family,
You are in our continued thoughts and prayers at such a difficult time. If you need
anything at all, please let us know.
Kevin and Tammy

Kevin & Tammy - June 02, 2015 at 07:47 AM

“

Thank you. We love yall.
Amanda - June 05, 2015 at 01:22 PM

“

Ruth And Tommy Cook lit a candle in memory of Jack D. Barnett

Ruth and Tommy Cook - June 01, 2015 at 09:40 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to Sue and family. We know Jack will be greatly missed.
Guy and Bettie Brandon

Guy Bettie Brandon - June 01, 2015 at 08:38 PM

“

I don't have to tell you what a wonderful person Jack was. He touched hearts
everywhere he went especially The West Clinic. We always looked forward to seeing
him and listening to his stories of life. He brightened a room just by his presence. He
left us with wonderful memories and we were privileged to have known him.
In Christian love, The Corinth Chemo Nurses, Jerri, Jill, and Penny

jerri simpson - June 01, 2015 at 08:04 PM

“

Jack you are such a great man. You worked hard and loved Sue,Chis and Tye from
the beginning. You have had a hard road for the passed year or so, but you hit it hard
and never gave up. I will miss you my friend, rest in peace. Love you!

Janice and Hulen Harvey - June 01, 2015 at 07:46 PM

“

Was honored to know and work with this wonderful man. My deepest condolences to
the family.

Mike Long - June 01, 2015 at 07:13 PM

“

There was never a better cop or person to have on your side!

Jerry Sadler - June 01, 2015 at 06:11 PM

“

Jack was one of ATF's true characters was so well respected and established the
Polygraph branch.
I was in Iraq with Jack and he wasn't there for office work. He was out in the Field at
every opportunity, befriended and trained many Iraq Policemen. When he arrived one
Iraq Police Investigative Unit said they were "Iraq's FBI." When we left, they claimed
to be "Iraq's ATF." At 64 he was putting Iraq bad guys in jail.
He missed Sue terribly and that was another part of his sacrifice that he was away
from his family for 14 months.

Mike Colbenson - June 01, 2015 at 05:57 PM

“

When I became a police officer for. The city of Garland, Texas, Jack was a sgt. in
CID. I later worked under him. There has never been a better cop, he always had
you back. I was lucky to have him as a friend and mentor!

Jerry Sadler - June 01, 2015 at 05:49 PM

“

Wendy Qualls lit a candle in memory of Jack D. Barnett

Wendy Qualls - June 01, 2015 at 04:50 PM

“

One of the best Cops God ever made. A true friend who always had your back!
Larry Wilson, Garland, Texas

Larry Wilson - June 01, 2015 at 04:40 PM

“

Lisa Payne lit a candle in memory of Jack D. Barnett

Lisa Payne - June 01, 2015 at 03:26 PM

“

What a guy! Maybe God decided to allow a man to be larger-than-life and maybe He
thought, JACK Barnett; "why not?.
Jack's roller coaster life has been amazing. So amazing God decided this Good Ship
Barnett needs a rudder to level out the twists and turns of this free spirit, Enter SUE
and Jack's life began anew. Tye and the grandchildren were the bonus of this
wonderful relationship.
Everyone knows the laughter and cheer he could bring to any situation. A storyteller
without equal. Heaven's gain is our loss Godspeed old friend.

Charles Meyer - June 01, 2015 at 03:19 PM

“

Autry & Martha Gobbell lit a candle in memory of Jack D. Barnett

Autry & Martha Gobbell - June 01, 2015 at 01:51 PM

“

Junior & Kelly Jerrolds lit a candle in memory of Jack D. Barnett

Junior & Kelly Jerrolds - June 01, 2015 at 01:16 PM

“

Enduring Grace was purchased for the family of Jack D. Barnett.

June 01, 2015 at 11:29 AM

“

Edith Franks lit a candle in memory of Jack D. Barnett

Edith Franks - June 01, 2015 at 10:12 AM

“

James & Doris Halford lit a candle in memory of Jack D. Barnett

James & Doris Halford - June 01, 2015 at 09:30 AM

“
“

Autry and Martha Gobbell
Autry & Martha Gobbell - June 01, 2015 at 01:46 PM

Jack helped so many at ATF in the early years. We shared many a laugh and a "cold beer"
together at Falls Church, VA.
Dick Pedersen
Dick Pedersen - June 02, 2015 at 12:17 PM

“

It's been 26 years since I met Jack, when I was a rookie Agent in NAT School, and he was
one of our Instructors. I only remember a few of our Instructors by name, and the fact that I
liked Jack so much, as did the rest of our class. He was an Agent's Agent. Rest in Peace
Jack.
Dan O'Kelly - June 02, 2015 at 02:46 PM

“

God Bless you Bubba. You were a wonderful freind and we all loved you here in El Paso.
May God bring comfort to Sue, Tye and Chris. See you on the other side amigo.
Bill Carvajal, El Paso, Tx.
Bill Carvajal - December 22, 2015 at 01:56 PM

